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Mr. Montagu 42G, the then Secretary of State for India, when
the latter came to the country (1917) to investigate and
recommend reforms almost as  the direct result of
Mrs. Besant's agitation.   However much she may have-
opposed Gandhiji's movement and the direction Indian
politics took under his guidance towards non-cooperation,
she may be said to have started the movement herself even.
in its details.

THEOSOPHICAL CONVENTION

It was the strict rule of CoJ. Olcott that the annual Con-
ventions of The Theosophical Society were to be held
alternately at Benares and Adyar (Madras) and nowhere else.
Mr. Dharamsi Morarji4'27 of Bombay, the invariable Bombay
host of Mrs. Besant, a most devoted follower of hers, an
earnest Theosophisfc and a miilionnaire-philanthropist,   is
reported once to have offered to meet all the expenses of
the Theosophical Convention, including the travelling charges
of all the delegates, if only an annual Convention could be
held in Bombay. The proposal was turned down.

A large number of orthodox Hindus in the professions of
law and Government service were attracted to The Theosoph-
ical Society by Mrs. Besant's inspiration and came to these
annual Conventions. They felt proud of their own faith
because a ' foreigner' was sponsoring it; they felt confirmed
in their own superstitions because they found a ' foreigner '
was apparently upholding them. I do not know if many of
those retained their allegiance when Mrs. Besant took to
extremist views in Indian politics ! As a boy I used to be a.